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CONFIDENTIAL //N00000// 

SECSTATE FOR IATF PUBLIC AFFAIRS FROM HERBERT 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLANNING 
STATE 237986 

1. FULLY RECOGNIZE THAT SAILING DATE OF VIETNAM THUONG TIN ONE 
BEING DETERMINED IN WASHINGTON AND NOT ON NIMITZ HILL, GUAM. WE 
NEED TO KNOW WHAT SAILING DATE HAS BEEN SELECTED IN ORDER TO PLAN 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PUBLIC AFFAIRS. MOST IMPORTANT IS WHAT TO 
TELL THE REPATRIATES WHO NOW EXPECT 14 OCTOBER AS PROBABLE DATE. 
REASONS FOR DELAY DUE TO TINY NUMBER OF CONUS REPATS IS HARD TO 
EXPLAIN SINCE THERE WILL HAVE BEEN TWO WEEKS IN WHICH TO GET 
THEM HERE. WE OFTEN GIVE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, BUSINESS EXECUTIVE, 
AND MILITARY OFFICERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ONLY A FEW HOURS NOTICE; 
HENCE IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN INORDINATE DELAS BECAUSE OF 
TENDER TREATMENT OF PEOPLE WHO DON'T WANT TO STAY IN THE USA AT 
ALL. WE NEED TO KNOW DATE IN ORDER TO MAKE HONEST EXPLANATION 
AND RETAIN OUR CREDIBILITY. NEXT, WE DESIRE TO NOTIFY NEWS 
MEDIA AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SAILING. THERE ARE STRINGERS 
HERE FOR UPI, AP, ABC, CBS RADIO AND TV. HOWEVER, ESTIMATE THAT 
NETWORKS MAY DESIRE MORE ADVANCE NOTICE SO AS TO MOVE IN CAMERA 
CREWS, ETC. FROM TOKYO, HONG KONG OR HONOLULU. HAVE ALREADY 
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RECEIVED CALLS FROM BBC-TV TOKYO AND NBC-TV HONG KONG TO WHICH WE 
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SHOULD RESPOND. 

2. PER PARA 6 OF REFTEL, REQUEST YOUR APPROVAL FOR CONDUCT OF 
BRIEFING 24 HOURS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE OF VIETNAM THUONG TIN ONE. 

SCC PLUS REPATRIATE LEADERS WOULD MAKE PRESENTATIONS. THIS 
WOULD BE DONE AT SHIPYARD REPAIR FACILITY WITH OPPORTUNITY FOR 
MEDIA TO VISIT SHIP AFTERWARDS. VN CREW WOULD BE AT STATIONS ON 
BOARD TO RESPOND TO QUERIES. U.S. ASSISTANCE WOULD BE CREDITED 
BUT LOW KEY. 

3. ON DEPARTURE DAY, PRESS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO OBSERVE BOARDING 
OF REPATRIATES AND GO ON BOARD FOR LIMITED PERIOD JUST PRIOR TO 
SAILING. 

4. LOCAL NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES HAVE REQUESTED AUTHORITY TO GO 
ABOARD PATROL AIRCRAFT THAT MONITOR VOYAGE FROM NAS AGANA OR CUBI 
POINT. ALSO ANTICIPATE SIMILAR REQUESTS FROM NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 
MEDIA. FURTHER. PUBLIC RELEASE OF NAVY OVERFLIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY MAY 
BE APPROPRIATE. REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

5. REQUEST PERMISSION TO INFORM REPATRIATE LEADERSHIP CONCERNING 
GENERALITIES OF NAVY PLAN FOR MONITORING VOYAGE OF THUONG TIN 1. 
THEIR PLAN WILL BE PREPARED SOON AND IF IT IS LIKE THE REST OF NAVY 
PREPARATIONS. IT WILL BE SPLENDID. IT WILL PROVIDE NEEDED REASSUR- 
ANCE TO REPATRIATES. INFORMATION HAS BEEN REQUESTED BY LOCAL PRESS 
AS WELL AS BY REPATRIATES. HERBERT SENDS. UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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